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The Proceedings in Parliament, &c. 


N dtbe 19th of March, 1629. in the Aſternoon the Commons had 4 
Conference with theLords ; at which Conference, which was reported the 


— * wm. 


next Day by the Lord Treaſurer, was delivered the Deſire of the Com- 
| mons to inform their Lordſhips of the great Abuſes of the Courts of Ja- 
ſtice, the Information whereof was divided into theſe Three Parrs. 
Hirt, Of the Perſons accuſed. 
Secondly, Of the Matters objected againſt them. 
Thirdly, Their Proofs. | 
The Perſons are the Lord-Chancellor of Eng/and, and the now Lord-Biſhop of 
Lendaff, being then no Biſhop, but Dr. Feld. | 
© ws I The incomparable good Parts of the Lord-Chancellor were highly commended ; 
his Place he holds magnified, from whence Bounty, Juſtice and Mercy, were to be 
diſtributed to the Subjects, with which he was ſolely truſted ; whither all great 
Cauſes were drawn, and from whence no Appeal lay for any Injuſtice or Wrong 
done, ſave to the Parliament. | 

That the Lord Chancellor is accuſed of great Bribery, and Corruption committed 
by him in this eminent Place, whereot Two Caſes were alledged. 

The one concerning Chraſtopher Awbery, and the other concerning Edt Eger- 
ton, inthe Cauſe depending in the Chancery between this Atobe/y, and Sir Mi 
brouker. | « 

 » Atwbery feeling ſome hard Meaſure, was adviſed to give the Lord Chancellor, 
» 1CO/. the which he delivered to his Councel, Sir George Hoſtings, and he to 
= | the Lord Chancellor, | 5 5 
| This Buſineſs proceeding ſlowly, notwithſtanding Arzbery did write Letters, and 
„ 0 delivered them to the Lord- Chancellor, but could never have any Anſwer from his 
| Lordſhip, but at laſt delivered another Letter to his Lordſhip, and his Lordſhip an- 
| ſwered, if he importuned him he would lay him by the Heels. 

The Proofs of this Accuſation are Five. | | y 
The Firſt, Sir George Haſtings reported it long ſince unto Sir 8 
Sreandh, The Lord-Chancellor fearing this would be complained of, defired Si- 


lence of Sir George Haſtings. | 
* Thirdly, Sir George Haſtings Teſtimony thereof, which was not voluntary, but 


u „ 
2 8 The Lord- Chancellor deſired Sir George Haſtings to bring the Party 
Atobery unto him, and promiſed Redreſs of the Wrongs done him. 
Fifthly, That the Lord- Chancellor ſaid unto Sir George Haſtings, if he would 
affirm the giving of this 100 J. his Lordſhip muſt and would deny it upon his Honour. 
( The Caſe of Sir Edward Egerton is this, 1 
There being divers Suits depending between Edward Egerton, and Sir Row- 
land Egerton in the Chancery; Edward Egerton preſented- his Lordſhip a little 
after he was Lord-Keeper with a Baſon and Ewer of 50 /. and above, and at- 
terwards he delivered unto Sir George Haſtings, and Sir Kichard Toung 400 l. in | 
® Gold, to be preſented unto his Lordſhip, and Sir Richard: Tourg preſented it; 
his Lordſhip took it, and poiſed it, and ſaid it was too much; and returned An- 
ſwer, that Mr. Egerton had not only enriched him, but had laid a tye upon his 
Lordſhip to do him Favour in all his Juſt Cauſes. | 
The Proofs are the Teſtimony of Sir George Haſtings, and the Teſtimony 
of Mere field a Scrivener thus far, that he took up 700 J. for Mr. Egon; Mr. 
Egerton then telling him, That a great part of ic was to be given to the Lord 
Chancellor; and that Mr. Egerton afterwards told him that the 400 J. in Gold 
was given to the Lord Chancellor. | 
At this Conference was further Declared of a Biſhop, who was touched in 
i his Buſineſs upon the By, whoſe Function was much Honoured, but his Perſon 
This Baſic depending be k 
is Buſineſs ng being ordered againſt Sir Edward Egerton, he 
'. Cured a new Reference thereof from the King to the Lord Chancellor, his '+ 
ſhip demanded the Parties to be Bound in 6000 Marks to ſtand to his Lord- 
. ſhip's Award. 
having entred into that Bond, his 2 awarded the Matter againſt 
Edward Egerton for Sir Rowland Egerton, and rd Egerton refuſing to ſtand 


to 


> 
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to the Taid Award, a new Bill was exhibited in the Chincery, and thereupon his 
Lordſhip ordered that his Bon of 6oco Marks ſhould be aſſigned unto Sir 
Rowland Egerton, and he to pur the ſame in Suit in his Lerdſhip's Name. 
The Bithop ot Landaf}, as a Friend to Edward Egerton, adviſeth with Ran— 
dolph Damport and Butler, (which Butler is now Dead) that they would procure 
a ſtay of the Decree upon that Award, and procurz a new Hearing. 2 
It was Agreed that that 6coo Marks ſhou'd be given for this by Edward E- 
geton, and ſhared amongſt them, and amongſt certain Honourable Perſons. . 
A Recognizance of 19990 J. was required from Mr. Egerton to the Biſhop for 
pertormance hercof; the Biſhop's. ſhare of this (c Marks was to have been 
ſo great as no Court of Juſtice would allow. | | 
They produce Letters of the Bilhop, naming the Sum, and ſetting down a 
Courſe how this 6009 Marks might be raiſed, viz. The Land in Queſtion to be. 
Decreed tor Mr. Egerton, and out of that the Money to be Levied. - 
And if this were not effected, then the Biſhop in Verbo Sacerdotis promiſed to 
deliver up this Recognizance to be cancelled. 
The new Recognizance is ſealed accordingly, and Randolph Damport Rides 
to the Court, and moved the Lord Admiral for his Lordihip's Letter to the Lord 
Chancellor herein, but his Lordſhip denied ro meddle in a Cauſe depending in 
Suit. | | l 
Then the ſaid Rande/ph Damport aſſayed to get the King's Letter, but failed 
therein alſo; ſo that the good they intended to Mr. Egerton was not effected; and 
N yet the Biſhop, tho required, retuſed to Deliver up the ſaid Kecognizance until 
1 | Mr. Egerton threatned ro Complain thereot unto the King. 
'F | He thewed alſo, that the Commons do purpoſe, that it any more of this kind 
happen to be complained of betore them, they will preſent the ſame to your 
A | Lordſhips, wherein they ſhall follow the ancient Precedents ; which ſhew that « 
8 Great Perſons have been accuſed for the like in Parliament. : 
3 They Humbly Dchire, that foraſmuch as this concerneth a Perſon of fo great 
Eminency, it may not depend long before a Lordſhips; that the Examination 
ot the Proots may be expedited, and it he be found Guilty then to be puniſhed. 92 
This being Reported, the Lord Admiral preſented to the Houſe a Letter Writ- f 
ten unto their Lordſhips, the Tenour whereof followeth, viz. 4 | 


My very good Lords, | | 
1 Humbly Pray your Lordſhips all to make a favonrable and true Conſtruction of my ab- 

ſence, It is no fe rgning or fainting, bus fickneſs of my Heart and Back, — 
joined with that comfort of Mind, that perſiadeth me that 1 am not far from Heaven, 
whereof I feel the firſt Fruits. 

And bicauſe whether I Live or Die, I would be glad to preſerve my Honour and Fame +» 
as far as 1 am worthy, hearing that ſcme Complaints of baſe Bribery are coming before 
yourr Lordſhips, my Requreſts unt your Lordſhips are, : | 

Firti, That you will maintain ms in your good Opinion without Prejudice, until my Cauſe 
br Heard. . : 

Secondly, That in regard I have Scqueſtred my Mind at this time in great part from ; 
IWorldly Things, thinking of my Account and Anſwer in an higher Court, your Lor ſhips 
would give mY conn nt time according to the Courſe of other Courts to adviſe with my Coun- 
cel, and to make my Anſwer, wh. rein nevertheleſs my Councel's part will be the leaſt ; for 
{ (ball not, by the Grace of God, trick 1p an Innocency with Calumniations, but plainly and 
mgextonfly, 4s your Lord ips Hu my manner is, declare what I know or remember, © 

Thirdly. That according to the Courſe of Juſtice I may be allowed tv except to the Witneſſes 
brought ag ainit mr. and to move Cue tio to your Lordſhips or their croſs | aminations, and 
likewiſe to produce my own Witniſſes for Diſcovery of the Truth. 4 

And Lalily. {hat if th, re come My more Petitions of like Nature, that your Lordſhips would 
be pleaſed not to take any Prejudice or Apprebenſion F any number or muſter of them, eſpect- 
ally againſt a Judge that males acc Ordens and Decrees in a Vear, and not to ſpeak of the 
Courſes that hath hien taken for hunt ing ot Complaints againſt me, but that I may anſwer them 
according to the Kules of Juſtice ſeverally and reſpeetively. : | 

Theſe Requeſts, I hope, apprar to your I ordſhips no other tha juſt ; and ſo thinking my elf bly y 
to have ſo Noble Pecrs and Revirond Prelat's 19 diſcern of my Canſc, a diſcerning no Priviltdge 
of Greatn:ſs for Sabterfuge of Gualtineſs, bit meaning, & 1 ſaid, to declare fairly and Main 
wth your e g and to put my jt non your Honours and Favour, 1 pray God to bleſi 


yocer Comncels and your Priſons, and Reſt 
| Your Lordſhips Humblc Servant. 
19 Marcii. 1620. Fran, St, Alban. 
4 - Upon 


| | [3] | 

Upon which Letter Anſwer was ſent from the Lords, unto the ſaid Lord Chan- 
cellor, on che ſaid 20th of March, wit. niere * 

That the Lords having received his Lordſhips Letter, delivered to them by the Lord 
Admiral, they intended to proceed in his Cauſe (now before their Lordſhips) ac- 
cording to the right Rule of Juſtice, and they ſhalf be glad if his Lordthip ſhalt 
_ his Honour therein, to which end they pray his Lordſhip to provide tor his 

ence. | * * 

And afterwards, on Wedneſday che 20 of March, the Commons ſent a Meſ- 
ſenger unto the Lords, concerning their further Complaint againſt the ſaid Lord 
Chancellor, which conſiſted of theſe four Points, viz. 

The Firſt was a Suit in Chancery, being batween the Lady Wharton, Plaintiff, and 
Mood and others Defendants, upon croſs Bills. | 

The Lord Chancellor upon hearing wholly diſmiſſed them; hut upon entry 
of the Order, the Croſs Bill againſt the Lady Wharton was only diſmiſſed, and 
aſterwards for a Bribe of 4001. given by the Lady „barten, to the Lord 
Chancellor, his Lordſhip decreed the Cauſe further. 

And then hearing that Weed, and the other Defendants, complained thereof 
to the Houſe of Commons, his Lordſhip ſent for them, and danined that Decree 
as unduly gotten. . | 

And when the Lady Wharton began to Complain thereof, his Lordſhip ſent for 
her alſo, and promiſed her redreſs, - ſaying that Decree is not yet entred. 

Secondly in a Suit between Hall Plaintiff, and Hellman Defendant. Hollman ' 
deterring his Anſwer, was Committed to the Fleer, where he lay 20 Weeks, 
and Petitioning to be delivered, was Anſwered by ſome about the Lord Chan- 
cellor, The Bill ſha!l be Decreed againſt him (oro confeſs) unleſs he would 
enter into 20000 J. Bond to ſtand to the Lord Chancellor's Order; which he 
refuſing, his Liberty coſt; him one way or another 1000 J. 

Hollman being treed out of the Fleet, Hall Petition'd to the Lord Chancel- 
lor; nd Hellman finding his Cauſe to go hard on his fide, complained to the 
Common, w1:reupon:the Lord Chancellor ſent for him, and to pacifie him, 
told him he. thould have what Order he would himſelt. . 988 

In the Caute between Swithwicke and Hycb, the Matter in Queſtion being 
for Accompts, with the Merchant to whom ic was referr'd, certified in the 
behalf of Smubwicke, yet Smithwicke obtain'd a Decree, was told by one Mr. 
Borough, one near to the Lord Chancellor, that it muſt coſt kim 200 J. which 
he pay'd. to Mr. Borowgh, or Mr. Hunt, to the uſe of the Lord Chancellor, and 

et the Lord Chancellor decreed but one part of the Certificate, whereupon 
ks treats again with Mr. Borough, who demanded another 1004 which Smith- 
wicke allo paid to the ule of the Lord Chancellor. I hen his Lordſhip preferr'd 
the Accaunts again to the ſame Merchants, who ratitied ic again for Smithwicke z 
yet his Lordſhip Decreed the ſecond _ of the Certificate againſt Smichwicke ; 
- the firlt part which, was formerly Decrecd tor him, his Lordſhip made doubr- 
ull. 

Smithwicke Petition d to the Lord Chancellor for his Money again, and 
Smubwicke had all his Money ſave 20 l. kept back by Hunt tor a Year. 

The Lord Chief Juſtice alſo delivered; Petitions, which his Lordſhip reccii ed 
Yeſterday from the Commons. 

The firſt by the Lady Wharton, the ſecond by M and Parietor, and others, 
and the third by Smithwjcke, 

The. Fourth patt ef the Mzſfſage conſiſts only of Inſtructions delivered unto 
the Commons by one Churcbil a Regiſter, containing Giverte Bribes and Abuſes 
in the Chancery, which the Commons defire miy be exrmin'd 

The Lords in the mean time proceeded to the Examination ot the Complaints, 
and took diverſe nations 2 in the Houſe, and appointed a ſe- 
lect Committe ake Lxaminations allo. 


which was prelently Read in Hac verba, wit. 
| N Dated 22 April 1621, 


EIT 
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* 1 
It may pleale your Lordſhips, I ſhall humbly crave at you Lordſhips Hands 
a benign 0 that which 1 ſhall write, for Words that come from 
walted Spirits, and an oppreſſed Mind, are more ſafe in being depoſited in- 
to noble Conſtruction, then in being 1 2 with any relerved Caution. 1 

mn 


"oP ; [4] SIS 
This being moved, and as I hope obtained in the nature of a ProteRtion 
of all that 1 ſhall ſay, I ſhall now make into the. reſt of that, wherewith I 
ſhall at this time trouble your Lordſhips. | + . 
A very ſtrange entrance, for in the Midſt of a State of as great affliction 
as I think a mortal Man can endure. ( Honour being above Life) 1 ſhall 
begin with the profeflion of gladneſs in ſomethings. .. CEE — 
The firſt, is that hereafter the greatneſs of a Judge or Magiſtrate ſhall be no 
Sanctuary or Protection of Guiltineß, which in few-'Words is the beginning 
ol a golden World, Fwy 
The next is, that after this example, it is like that Judges will fly from any 
thing that is in the likeneſs of corruption ; ) tho' it were at a great diftance ) 
as from a Serpent, which tendeth to the purging cf the Courts of Juſtice, and 


the reduceing them to their true Honour and Splendor. 


And theſe two Points, (God is my Witneſs) that tho' it be my fortune to 
be the Anvil, whereupon thoſe Good Aﬀects are Beaten and Wrought ; 1 
take no ſmall Comfort. 1928344 | . 

But to paſs from the motions of my Heart, ( whereof God is only Judge) 
to the merrits of my Cauſe, whereof your Lordſhips are Judges under God 
and his Leiutenant. | Y i 2] N 

I do underſtand there hath b2en heretofore expected from me ſome Juſti- 
fication. And therefore I have choſen one only Juſtification, in ſtead of all 
other, one of the Juſtifications of Fob. For after the clear Submiſſion and Con- 
feſlion, which I ſhall now make unto- your Lordſhips; I hops I may ſay and 


— 


and Juſtify. with Fob in theſe Words, I bave not bid rey Sins, as did Adam, nor 


concealed my faults in my boſom. 
This is the only Juſtification which I will uſe. | Ts 2 

It reſteth therefore, that without Fig Leaves, I do ingenuouſly confeſs and 
acknowledge, That having underſtood the particulars' of the Charge, not 
formally from the Houſe, but enough to inform my Conſcience and Memo- 
ry; I find matters ſufficient and full, both to move me to Deſert the Of- 
tence, and to move your Lordſhips to Condemn and Cenſure me. NY. 

Neither will I trouble your Lord{hips by fingling choſe particulars which 
I think may fall of quid te exempie java Spurt de pluribus mw ss. 

Neither will I prompt your Lordſhips to obſerve, upon the proofs, where 
they come not home, or the ſcruple touching the Credit of the Witneſſes. 

Neither will 1 repreſent to your Lordſhips, how tar 2 Defence in divers 
things, might extenuate the Offence in reſpect of the time and manner of the 
guiſt, or the like. . 2 > 4 

But only leave thoſe things to ſpring out of your own noble Thoughts, and 
obſervations of the Evidence, and Examinations themſelves, and Chatitabl7 
to wind about the particulars of the — here and there as God ſfiall put 
it into your Minds, and ſo ſuhmit my ſelf wholly to your Piety and Grace. 

And now that I have ſpoken to your Lordſhips as Judges; I fhall fay a 
few Words to you as Peers and Prelates, Humbly commending my Cult to 
your Noble Minds and magnanimous Affections. 5 | ＋ y 55 

Your Lordſhips are no ſimple Judges, but money racy; you have a . 
tarther extent of Arbicrary Power then other Judges. And it your Lordſhips 
be not tied by ordinary courſes of Courts or Preſidents in Points of Strictneſs and 
Severity, much more in Points of Mercy and Mittigation.' 3 met; 

And yet if any thing which I ſhall move, might be contrary to your Noble 
aud Worthy. ends, to introduce a Reformation, I ſhoald- not feck it. 

But herein b beſeech your TLordſhips to give me leave to tell you a ſtory of 
Titus Manlixs, Who took his Sons Life for giving Battle againſt the Prohibition of 
his Generll. Not many Years after the like ſeverity was purſued by Papirius ' 
Curſer, the Dictator, againſt Quintus Maxamnus, who being upon the Point to be 
Senrenced, by the Interceflion of fome, principal Perſons of the __ was Ipa- . 
red; where upon Livy makes this grave and gratious Obſervation, Neque minus 
firmata eſt Diſciplina militaris periculs Quimi Mami quam | miſerabili fupplitio Titi 
Manlij. The Diſcpiac of War was no If; Eſtabliſhed by the queſtioning of 
Quintus Maximus, then by puniſhing of Titus Manlins. 

And the lame rea ſon is of the Reformation of Juſtice; for the queſtioning of 
Men of eminent Places hath the ſame terror, though not the fame Rigor with 
Puniſhment, ; "at 1 

˖ , 4 1246 ve” 


| | 42 8 

But my Caſe ſtayeth not here, for my humble Deſire is that his Majeſty would 
take the Seal into his Hands, which is a great downfal, and may ſerve I hape in 
it ſelf for an Expiation of my Faults. | , 

Therefore if Mercy and Mitigarion be in your Powers, and do no ways 
crols your ends, why ſhould I not hope of your Lordſhips Favqur and Com- 
miſeration ? Your Lordſhips will be pleaſed co behold your chief Patron the King 
our Soveraign, of moſt incomparable Clemency, and whoſe Heart is inſcru- 
table for Wiſdom, and Goodneſs. f 

Your Lordſhips will remember that there fat not theſe 100 Years before a 
Prince in your Houſe, and never ſuch a Prince, whoſe Preſence deſerves to be 
made Memorable by Records, and Acts mixt with Mercy and Juſtice. 
\ Your ſelves either Nobles (and Compaſſion ever beats it in the Hearts of 
Noble Blood) or reverend Prelats, who are the Servants of him who would 
not break the bruiſed Reed, nor quench theSmoaking Flax; you all fit upon 
an high Stage, and therefore cannot but be more ſenſible of the Changes 
of the World, and of the Face of any in high Places, 2s? 

Neither will your Lordſhips forget that there ate Vita Temporis as well as 
vitia Homini:; and that the beginning of Reformation hath a contrary power 
to the Pool of Betheſda, for that had ſtrength to Cure only him only that was 
*' firſtcaſt in. And for my part I wiſhit may ſtay there and go no further. 

Laſtly I affure my ſelf, your Lordſhips have a noble fecling of me as a Member 
of your on Body; and one thing that in this very Seflion had ſome taſte of 
your loving Affections, which I hope was a lightening before the Death of chem, 
that rather a ſpark of that Grace which now in Concluſion will more appear. 

And therefore my humble Suite unto your Lordihips is, that my penitent Sub- 
miſſion may be my Sentence, and the loſs of the Seal my Puniſhment, and that your 
-Lordſhips wilt ſpare my further Sentence, but recommend me to his Majeſties 
Grace, and Pardon for all that is paſt, God's Holy Spirit be among you. 


Your Lordſhips humble 
| Servant and Supplicant, 
5 1 Francis Sr. Alban. 


+1 April 1621. 


The Lords having conſidered of this Submiſſion, and heard the Collections of 
Cotruptions charged upon the ſaid Lord Chancellor, and the Proofs thereof 
read, they ſent a Coppy of the ſame, without the ſaid Proofs, unto him the ſaid 
Lord Chancellor, by Me Baron Denham and Mr. Attorny General, with this 
Meſſage from their Lordſhips, wiz. 

That the Tord Chancellor's Conſeſſion, is not fully ſer down by his Lord- 
hip, in the ſaid ſubmiſſion for three Caules. 
Fieſt his Lordſhip confeſſeth not any particular Bribery or Corruption. 

Secondly, Sheweth not how his Lordſhip heard thereof. 

Fbirdly, The Confeſſion, ſuch as it is afterwards extenuated in the fame Subs 
mflion, and therefore the Lords have ſent him a particular of the Charge,and 
do expect his Anſwer to the ſime, withal convenient expedition. Upon which 
Meſſage the Lord Chancellor Anſwered, That he would return the Lords an An- 
{wer with all fpeed;and on the 21, of April, the Lords conſidered of the Lord Chan- 
cellors {aid Anfwer ſent unto their Meſſage Yeſterday,and ſent a ſecond Meſlage to 
his Lordſhip to this effect hy the ſaid Mr. Baron Denbem and Mr. Attorny General, vix 

The Lords having received a doubtful Anſwer unto the Meſſage, their Lord- 
ſhips ſent him Yeſterday, and therefore they now ſend unto him again, to know 
of his Lordihip directly and preſently, whether his Lordſhip will make his 
Conſeſſion or ftand upon his Defence. | 

Anſwer returned by the aid Meſſengers, viz. 

The Lord Chancellor wilt make no mannec of Defence to the Charge, bet 
meaneth to acknowledge it Corruption, and to make a particular Contefhiouv 
to every point, and after that an humble Submifhon, 

But humbly Craves liberty, that where the Charge is more full than he finds 
the truth of the Fact, he may make Declaration of the Truth in ſuch parti- 
culars, the Charge being brief ant not containing all Circumſtinces, 

The Lords ſent the ſame Meſſengers back again to the Lord Chancellor, to 


det his-Lordſhip know chat their Lordſhips have granted him time until Aunday 
next 


— — —— aha os a ee an & — — 4 
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[6] 
next, the 29th of April, by 10 in the Morning, to fend ſuch Confeſſion and Sub- 
miſhon as his Lordfhip intenus to make. 0 35% | 

On which Monday the Lord Chancellor ſent the ſame accordii:g'y, and that 
fol.owcth in hec /erta, vis. | 


To the Right Honourable the Lord; Spiritual and Temporal, in the High Court of 3 
liament aſſemblid * 
The humble Confeſſion and Submiſſion of me the Lord Chancellor. 


Upon adviſed Conſideration of the Charge deſcending into my own Conſcience, 
and calling my Memo: y to account fo fat as I am able, I do plainly and ingenu- 
oully Contes, Thar 1 am Guilty of Corruption, and do renounce all Defence, 
and put my ſelf upon the Grace and Mercy of your Lordilliips. 

The particulars 1 Conſeſs, and Declare to be a5 followeth. | 

To the firſt Article of the Charge, viz. In the Cauſe between Sir Rowland . 
Egerton, and Edu ard Fgerion, the Lord Chancellor received 3001, on the Part 
ot Sir Rowlend Egerton, befor2 he had Decrced the Cauſe. | | 

I do Contzfs and Declare, That upon a Reference from his Majeſty of all 
Suits and Controverſies between Sir Rowland Egerton, and Edward Egerton, both 
Parrics ſubmirce themſelves to my award by Recognizance reciprocal in Ten 
thoufand Marks a Year, thereupon, after divers Hearings, I made my award, with 
Advice and Conſent of my Lord Hebart. The award was perlectęd and publiſhed 
to the Parties, which was in Febr. then ſome ten Days after the 400 l. mention'd 
in the Charge, was delivered unto me. Afterwards Mr. Edward Egerton fled off 
irom the award. 3 | 

Then in Midſummer Term following, a Suit was began in Chancery, by Sir 
Rowland, to have the award confirmed, and upon that Suit was the Decree made 


wentioned in the Article. 


To the ſecond Article of the Charge, wiz. 

In the ſame Cauſe, he received from Edward Egerton, 400 l. 

I Conſeſs and Declare, That ſoon after my firſt coming to the Spal, being a 
time when I was preſented by many the 4001. mentioned in the ſaid Charge, 
was delivered unto mein a Purſe. d as I now call to Mind, irom Mr. Edward 
Egertim. But as far as I can remember, it was expreft by chem that brought it to 
be for Favours paſt, and not in reſpect of Favours to come. "© 

The 3d Article of the Che, viz. air db 034 

In the Cauſe between Hody and Hedy, he received a Dozen of Buttons, of the 
val: of fi ty Pounds, abour a Fortnight after, the Cauſe was ended. 

[ Conſeß and Declare, That as it is laid in the Charge, about a Fortnight af- 
ter the Cauſe was ended, it being a Suit for a great Inheritance, there were 
Goid Buttons, about the value of fitty Pounds, as above-mention'd in the Charge 
preſented unto me, as I remember, by Mr. Thomas Veriont, and the Party himſelt. 

To che 4th Article ot the Charge, viz. , 4 

In the Cauſe between the Lady harten, and the Co-heirs of Franca Hil- 

li1gfley, he received of the Lady Harten, Three hundred and ten Pounds. 
1 Contefs and Declare, I received of the Lady Wharton, at ſeveral times, as 
I remernber, in Gold, 200 J. and 100 Pieces, and this was certainly pendente lite, but 
yer I having »chement Suſpition that there was ſome ſhuffling between Mr, Sbute 
and the Regiſter, in entering ſome Orders, which after wards I did diltaſte, 

To the 5th Article of the Charge, viz. In Sir Thomas Menke's, Cauſe he 
received tom Sir Thamas Monke, by the Hands ol Sir Henry Holineſs, 110 l. but 
this was three Qua'ters of a Year alter the Suit was enden. 

1 Conteſs it to be true, that I received 100 Pieces, but it was long after 


the Suit was ended, as is contained in the Charge. 


To the 6th A:ticle of the Charge, vis. in rhe Cauſe between Sir Jobs Trevor, 
ani Aline, hereccived on the part of Sir Toba Trevor, 100 J. | 

| Contels and Declaie, That I reccjved at New-years-ctide, 100 J. for Sir 
Jen Trevor, And becuſe it came as a New-years Gitt, I neglected to inquire 
whether the Caufe was ended, or depending, but fince I find that though tbe 
C-uſe way then diſiniſled to a Trial at Law, yer the Equity is rcleived, fo as 
was in that kind pendente lite. | | | 
To the 7th Article of the Charge, wiz In de Cauſe between Holman and Yonge, 
hz r_beived of Tinge 100 J. aſter the Decice was made for him. 

| 1 Confels, 
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i confeſs and declare, that as | remember, a gocd while after the Cauſe was 
ended, I received 1004. either by Mr. Toby Mather, or from Towng himſelf : 
But whereas I have underſtood, that there was ſome Money given by Holman to my 
Servant Hatcher, with that certainly | was never made Privy. 


To the eighth Article of the Charge, viz. N 


ln che Suit between Fiſher and Worenham , The Lord Chancellor, after the 
decree paſt received a Sute of Hangings, worth one Hundred, and Threeſcore 
Pounds and better; which Fiſper gave him by the advice of Mr. Shate, 

1 Confeſs and Declare, that ſome time after the Decree paſſed, I being at 
that time upon removing to York kowſe, I did Receive a Sure of kangings, of 
che Value I think mentioned in the Charge by Mr. Shate, as from Sir Edward 
Fiſher, towards the Furniſhing of my Houſe, as ſome others as were no ways 
Suicors, did preſent me with the like about that time.“ 

To the 9th Article of the charge in the Cauſe between Kenneday and V aulore, 
he Received a Rich Cabinet from Kenneday prized at 800 [, 

I confeſs and declare, that ſuch a Cabinet was brought to my Houſe, tho 
nothing near half the Value: And that I ſaid to him that brought it, tha 1 
came to view it, and not to receive it: And gave Commandment that it 
ſhould be carried back, and was offended when I heard it was not; and ſome 
Year and an half atter, as | Remember, Sit Jobs Kenneday having all that time 
refuſed to take it away, as | am told by my Servants, I was Petitioned by 
one Pinckney, that it might be delivered to him, for that he ſtood ingaged for 
the Money that Sir fohn Kenneday payed for it: And thereupon Sir ohn 
r wrote a Letter to my Servant SHerberne, with, his own Hand, de- 
tiring that { would not do him that diſgrace, as to return that Gift back: 
much leſs return it into a wrong Hand, and fo it remaias; yet ready to be re- 
turned to whom your Lordſhip ſhall appoinr, 

To the 10th Article of the Charge, viz. 

He borrowed of Fawlore, 1000. J. of his own Bond at one time, and the 
like Sum at another time; upon his Lordſhips own Bill, ſubſcribed by Mr. Hunt 
his Man, 

I confeſs and declare, that I borrowed the Money in the Article ſet down, 
and that this is a true Debt, and I Remember well, that I wrote a Letter 


from Kewe a 12. Months fince, to a Friend about the King, wherein I deſi- 
red, that whereas I owed Perf /*aulore 40 d. his Majeſty would be plea- 
grant me as much out of his Fine ſet upon me in the Star- Chamber. 

he 11th Article of the Charge, wiz, He Received of Richard Scott 2001. 
after his Cauſe was decreed, but upon a Precedent promiſe, all which was Tranſ- 
acted by Mr. Shute, ö 

I confeſs and declare, that ſome Fortnight after, as I Remember, that the 
decree paſſed, 1 ived 200, 4 as from Scott by Mr, Shate, by Precedent pro- 
miſe ; or Tranſaction d by Mr. Sate, certain lam I know of none. 4 

To the 12th Article of the Charge, vis. He Received in the ſame Cauſe, 
on the part of Sir / obs Lental 100 l. | Confeſs and Declare, that ſome Months 
after, as I Remember that the decree paſſed: I received 100 l. by my Servant 
Sherborn, as from Sir ob Lental, who was not in the adverſe Party to Score, by 
a Third Perſon reliev' x fr ſame Decree ia the Sute of one Power, 

To the 13th Article of the Charge, viz. He received of Mr. Worthe, 100 l. In 
reſpect of the Cauſe between him and Sir Arthur Menwarinz. 

confeſs and declare, that this Cauſe, being a Cauſe for Inheritance of good 
Value, was ended by my Arbitrament and conſent of parties, and ſo a degree 
paſſed of courſe, and ſome Months after the Cauſe was ended, the 100 J. menti- 
oned in the ſaid 2 — —— to me — my Servant Hunt 

To the 14th Article oft e, vic. He received of Sir Ralph H. hay- 
ing a Cauſe depending before hin. 300 J. « ae 

| confeſs and declare, that there were two Decrees, one as I Remember for the 
Inheritance, and the other for the Goods and Chattels, but all upon one Bill; and 
{ome good time after the firſt decree, and before the ad. the (aid 300 l. was 
delivered me by Mr. Toby Mathew, ſo as I cannot deny but it was upon the 
matter. 

To the 15th Article of the Charge. vis. William Compton being to have an ex- 
tent fora Debt of 1200 |. the Lord Chancellor ſtayed it, and wrote his Lercer, 
pon which partot che Debt was payed preſently, and part at a future Day, 

the Lord Chancellor here upon OP borrow 300 8. and becauſe Comptes 


Wag 
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was to pay 400 f. to ore Huxley; bis Lordſhip requires Huxley to forbcar 
6 Months, and thereupon obtains the Money from Compton: the Money being un- 
pa d, Sute grævs berweenHuxl:y ardCompton in Chancery where hisLordſhip decrees 
Cemptonto pay Huxley theDebr,withDamages andCoſts where it was in his ownHangs, 

I declare, that in my Conſcience the ſtay of the extent was good, and jut, 
being an Extremity againſt a Nobleman, by whom Cempron could be no [ofer, 
the Money was plainly borrowed of Campten, upon Bond, with Intereſt, and 
the Meſſage to Hexlcy was only ro intteat him to give Cempton a longer 


Ear, and in no ſort to make me Debror, or Reſponſible to Huxley. 


And therefore, though I was not ready to pay Compton his Money; asI would 
have been glad to have done, fave on'y 100 | which is payed ij could not deny juice 
to Huxley in as ample manner as if nothing had been between Compton and me 
but it Compton hath been damnitied in my Reſpect, I am to conſider it to Compton, 

To the 16th Article of the Charge, wiz. In the Cauſe between Sir W.itam 


Brunker and Awbury, the Lord Chancellor Received from Awbary 100 l. 


do confeſs and declarc, that the Money was given and received, but the man- 


ner of it leave to the Witneſſes. 


To the 17th Article of the Charge, viz. In the Lord Montagucs Cauſe, he 
reccived from the Lord Montagne 600 or 700 i. and more was to be pay'd ar the 
ending of the Cauſe. I do confeſs and declare, there was Money given, and as re- 
member io Mr. Bevis Thelwal, to the Sum mentioned in the Article, after the 
Cauſe was decreed ; but I cannot (ay it was ended :for there have been many Or- 
ders, ſince cauſed by Mr. Francis Ixgleißelas contempts: And Ido Remember, 
that when Thelwal brbught the Money, he aid, that my Lord would be yet fur. 
ther thankful, i he could once get his quiet: to which Speech I gave little regard. 

To the 18th Article of the Charge, viz, In the cauſe of Mr. Dach, he reccived 
from Dunch 2001. I conſeſs and declare, that it was delivered by Mr. Thelwall 
to Hatcher my Servant for me, as I think tome time after the Decree, bur I can- 


not preciſely inform my ſelf of the time. 


To the 19th Article of the Charge, In the cauſe between Kezwell and Peacock, 


hereceived from Keywell 2001, and a Diamond Ring worth 5 or 6004, - 


I cohfeſs and declare, that at mv firſt coming tothe Seal, when I was at White- 
Hall, my ſetvaut Hunt delivered me 200 l. from George Keywell my near Allie, 
to be beſtoweda upou furniture of my houſe; adding further, that he had received 
givers, former favours from me, And this was, as 1 verny chink, before any juic 


begun. The Ring was received certainly pendente lite, and though it were a 
ears tide, it was too great a value for a New-years gift, though as I rake 
thing near the value mentioned in the Article. | 


Io the 2oth Article of the Charge, That he took of Peacock 100 J. without In- 


W- 
no- 


tereſt or time of Payment. Iconfeis and declare that | received of Mr Peacock, 
100 l. at Dorſet houſe, at my firſt coming to the Seal, as a Preſent; at which time 
no ſuit was begun: and at the Surnmer afier, ent my then ſervant Lifter to Mr, 
Rolfe, my good Friend and Neighbour of Sr, Albans, ro uſe his means with Mr. 
Peacock, (who was accounted a monyed Man) for the borrowing of 3001. and 
aſtet by my ſervant Hatcher, for borrowing of 300 l. more, which Mr. Rolfe pro- 
cured; and told me, at both times, that it ſhould be without Intereſt, Script, or Nate, 


and that I ſhould rake my own time ſor payment of it, 


Io the 21ſt. Article of the Charge, v. In the Eauſe between Simthwich and 
Wich, he received from Simthwick 200 J. which was repaid, I confeſs and de- 
clare, that my Servant Hunt did, upon his account, being my receiver of the fines 
up>n original Writs, charge himſelf with 200 f. formerly received of Simthwick, 
which after that I had underſtood the Nature of ir, I ordered him to repay, and 


defaultat out of his Accounts. 


To the 22d. Article of the Charge, viz. In the cauſe of Sir Henry Ruſwell, he 


reccived Money from Kuſwell but it is not certain how much. 


I confeſs and declare, that I received Money from my Servant Hunt, as from 
Mr. Fuſwell, in a Purſe; and whereas the Sum in the Article being indefinite, I 
confeſs to be 300 {or 400 l. and it was about ſome Months after theCaute was ended 


and decreed, in which Decree I was aſſiſted by 2 of the Judges, 


Jo the 23d. Article of the Chargr, viz. In the cauſe of Mr, Barker the L. Chan - 
cellor received from Banker 70 l. | confeis and declare, that the Sum men- 
tioned in the Article, was teccived from Mr. Banker, ome time after the De- 


cree palt, 
To the 24, 25, and 26 Article of the Charge, viz. 


The 


EF 
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The 24th, there being a reference from his Majeſty and his Lordſhip of a buſineſs 
between the Grocers and Apothecaries, the Lord Chancellor received of the 
Grocers, 209 1. | # 

The ag5th Article in the ſame Cauſe, he received of the-Apothecaries, that ſtood 
with the Grocers, a Talter ot Gold worth between 4 and 500 l. anda preſent of 
Ambergreaſe, 5 

And the 26th Article, he received of a new Company of Apothecaries, that 
hood againſt the Grocers, 1001 

To theſe | confeſs and declare, that the ſeveral Summs from the 3 Parties 
were received: and for that it was no Jugicial Buſineſs, but a concord ot Compo- 
ſition between che Parties, and that as I thought all had received good, and they 
were all 3 common Purſes, I thought it the leis matter to receive that which 
they voluntarily preiented: for if I had taken it in the nature of a corrupt bribe, 
I know it could not be concealed, becauſe it muſt needs be put to account to the 
3 ſeveral Companies. 

To the 27th Article of the Charge, viz. He took of the French Merchants, 
1000 |. to conſttain the Vintners of London to take from them 1500 Tuns of Wine: 
to accompliſh which, he uted very indirect means by collectors of his Office and 
Authority, without Bill or Suit depending; terrifying the Vintners by Threats and 
Impriſonme nt of their Perſons, to buy Wines whereof they had no need nor uſe at 
higher rates than they were vendable, | 

do confeſs and declare, that Sir Thomas Smith did deal with me in the behalf 
of the French Company, intorming me, that the Vintners, by Combination, would 
not take of their Wines at any reaſonable pries; that it would defiroy their Trade, 
and nay their Vovage or that Year, ard that it was a fair buſineſs and concerred 
the State, and he duubted not but that I ſhould receive Thanks trom the King 
and Honour by it, and that they would gratifie me with 10001. for my Troub 
in it. Whereupon [I treared between them by way of perſwaſion, and to prevent 
any compulſory ſuit, propounding ſuch a Priſe as the Vintners might be gainers 
6 L a Tun, as it was then maintained unto.me. And after the Merchants peEti - 
tioning the King, and his Majeſty recommerdiag this buſineſs unto me, as a buſi- 
neſs that concerned his Cuſtoms and the Navy, Idcalt more earneltly and pe- 
remptorily in it, and, as I think, reſtrained in the Meſſengers hand for a day or two, 
ſome that were the moſt ſtiff, and afterwards the Merchants preſented me with 
' 10001. out of their Common Purſe, and ackwrwledging themſelves that I had 
kept them from ruin, and itill maintaining to me, that the Vintners, if they were 
not inſatiable minded, had a very competent gain, o 

This is the merits of the cauſe, as it-there appears to me. 

To the 2 8th Article of the Charge, viz. The Lord Chancellor hath given Way 
to great Exactions by his Servants, both in reſpect of private Seals, and otherwiſe 
for ſealing of InjunCtions, 

I confcls it was a great fault of neglect in me, that I looked no better to my 
Servants.” 3 

This Declaration I have made to your Lordſhips, with a ſound and ſincere Mind; 
humbly craving, that if there ſhould be any mittake, your Lordſhips would im. 

ute it to want of memory, and not for any de ſire of mine, to obſcure Truth, or 
palliate any thing: for Ido now again confeſs, that in the Prints charged upon me, 
though they ſhould be taken, as my ſelf have declared them, in a great deal of Cor- 
ruption and Neglect, for which !] am heartily and penitently ſorry, and ſubmit my ſelf 
to the judgment and the Grace and Mercy of this Court. 

For Entenuation | will uſe none concerning the matters themſelves, only 
it may pleaſe your Lordſhips, out of your Nobleneſs, to caſt your Eyes of 
compaſſion upon my Perſon and Eltate, I was never noted for any avaricious 
Man; and the Apoſtle ſaith, that Coverouſneſs is the Root of all Evil, I hope 
alſo that your Lordſhips do the rather find me in the ſtate of Grace, for that in all 
theſe particulars, there ate few or none that are not almoſt two Years Old: whereas 
thoſe that have an habit of Corruption, do commonly wax worſe. So that it hath 
pleaſed God to prepare me, by Frecedent Degrees of amendment, to my preſent 
penitency ; and for my Eſtate, it is ſo mean and poor, as my care is now chiefly to 
ſatisfie my Debts. 

And ſo, fearing I have troubled vour Lordſhips roo long, ſhall conclude with an 
humble Suit unto you, that if your L:rd(hips proceed to Sentence, your Sentence 
may not be heavy o my Ruine, but gracious and mixt with Mercy z and nor only 


U . 
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fo, but that you would be noble Interceſſors for me to his Majeſty, Ekewiſe for . 
his Grace and Favour, 


Your Lordſhips 
Humble Servant and Suppliant, 


Francis St. Albans. 


The Lords having heard his Confeiſion andSubmifſion,read theſe Lords undernam d,. 
v. The Earl of Pembrook, Lord Chamberlain, the Earl of Arundel, the Earl of Seat h- 
bampton, the Biſhop of Darbam, the Biſhop of Wincheſter, the Biſhop of Coventry 
and Litchfield, the Lord Wentworth, the Lord Cromwell, the Lord Sheffield, the Lord 
North, the Lord Chandois, the Lord Hunſden, were ſent to him the ſaid Lord 
Chancellor, and ſhewed him the ſaid Conteiſion, and told him, that the Lords do 
Conceive it to be a full and ingenuous ConfefItn, and demanded of him whether 
it be his own Hand that is ſubſcribed to the fame, and whether he will ſtand to 
it or no. Unto which the ſaid Lord Chancellor anſwered, viz. My Lords, it is 
my Act, my Hand, my Hcart, I beſeech your Lordſhips ro be merciful to a bro- 
Ken Reed; the which Anſwer being reported to the Huuſc,it was agreed by the Hoyſe, 
to move his Majeſty to ſequeſter the Seal; and the Lords intreated the Prince his 
Highneſs, that he would be pleaſed to move the King, whereunto his Highneſs con- 
deſcended: And the ſame Lords which went to make the Acknowledgment of the 
Lord Chancellor's Hand, were appointed to attend the Prince to the King, with, 
ſome other Lords added; and the King did not only ſ:queſter the Seal, but awarded 
a new Commiſſion unto the Lord Chief Juſtice, to execute the Place of the Chancel. 
lor or Lord Keeper in Parliament. Dated imo. Mais. And on Wedneſday the ſecond of 
May, the ſaid Commiſſion being read, their Lordſhips agreed to proceed to Sen- 
rence the ſaid Lord Chancellor ro Morrow morning: where'ore the Gentleman- 
Uſher and Set jeant at Arms, Attendants on the upper Houſe, were commanded to 
gone Summon him the ſaid Lord Chancellor ro appear in Perſon before their 

rdſhips to Morrow morning by nine of che Clock; and the ſaid Serjeant was com- 
manded to take his Mace with him, and to ſhe it unto his Lordſhip at the ſaid Sum- 
mons : but they found him ſick in his Bed, and being Summoned, he anſwered, that 
he was ſick, and proteſted, that he fained not this for any Excuſe, for if he had been 
well hg, would willingly have come. | 

The Lords reſolved to proceed notwithſtanding againſt the ſaid Lord Chancellor, 
and therefore on Wedneſday the third Day in Aay, their Lordſhips ſent their Meſſage 
to the Commons, to this Purpoſe, viz. That the Lords are ready to give Judgment 
againſt the Lord Viſcount St. Albans Lord Chancellor, if they wich the Speaker 
will come to demand it. And the Commons being come, the Speaker came to the 
Bar, and making their three low Obeylances ſaid, 

The Knights, Citizens and Burgeſſes of the Commons Houſe of Parliament, have 
made Complaints unto your Lordſhips of many exorbitant Offences of Bribery 
and Corruption, committed by the Lord Chancellor, We underitand that your Lord- 
ſhips are ready to give Judgment upon him for the ſame + wherefore I their Speaker 
in their Name, do humbly demand and pray judgment againſt him tlic ſaid Lord 
Chancellor, as the nature of his Oftence and Demerits do require. 

The Lord Chief Juſtice anſwered, Mr. Speaker, upon the Complaint of the 
Commons, againſt the Lord Viſcount St, Albans, Lord Chancellor; this high Courc 
hath thereby, and by his own Con eſſion, found him guilty of the Crimes and Corrup- 
tions complained of by the Commons, and of ſundry other Crimes and Corruptions of 
like Nature. | 

And therefore, this High Court having firſt ummoned him co attend, an! having 
his Excuſe of not attending, by reaſon of lati-mity and Sicknets, which he prote ſte. 
was not fained; or elſe he would willinglyhave attended, doth nevertheleſs think fic t. 
proceed to judgment: and therefore this High Court doth ad judge; 

That the Viſcount St. Albans, Lord Chancellor of Enzland, ſhall undergo Fine 2nd 
Ranſom of 49000 (. | 

2. That he ſhall be impriſoned in the Tower, during the King's pleaſure, | 

3. That he ſhall for ever be uncapable oſ any Office, Place or Employ ment in tlie 
State or Common Wealth. 

4+ That he ſhall never fit in Parliament nor come within the Verge of the Covre, 


FINIS, 


